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Streets, squares, parliament buildings and judicial courts have served as the stage for old and new struggles for
women’s rights and gender equality.
But in Senegal, some smaller – yet equally important (and loud) – battles are being fought on sandy pitches across
the West African nation where female teams gather to play football.
Here, as in much of the world, football is considered a sport mainly for men. Women players face discrimination
and harassment as they try to follow their passion.
Ladies’ Turn is a non-profit organisation that supports Senegalese women’s enthusiasm for football. It organises
tournaments for female teams and promotes gender equality through sport.
When French filmmaker Helene Harder learned about Ladies’ Turn, she was captivated by the energy and
motivation of the players. Eventually she decided to make a documentary about their struggle to play football and
their lives in strongly patriarchal Senegalese communities.
The movie – of the same name – won the awards for best feature film and audience’s favourite film at the London
Feminist Film Festival earlier this month.
In a written interview with TrustLaw, Harder describes the making of the film, and reflects on the challenges and
lasting impacts of the experience.
When I came across the first photographs of the tournament, taking place on the sandy pitch of the neighbourhood,
I was struck by the energy and the cinematographic beauty of the pictures.

 
Despite the hesitations I had coming in as a French and white filmmaker, I agreed to support the project, and film
the first tournament. The idea of producing a longlength documentary came later.
Within the desire of the women to play football lies a force of transgression that turns gender representation upside
down and goes way beyond sport.

 
I wanted to represent the diversity of the players. I was captured by the complexity of their choices and practices,
and by the affirmation of their will – always personal and courageous  to play football.
It was about portraying them differently, about putting preconceived ideas to the test to fight against them better,
and to break down the barriers between worlds.
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